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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
THE  MAORIS
occupied the outer or day line of the Tussum porft. The night was extremely dark and still. The silence on the western bank encouraged the enemy to believe that it was unoccupied. The men were confident, as were the Turkish officers. In a letter found afterwards on a dead officer, which had evidently been written on the evening of February 2, when the writer was resting within sight of the Canal, were the words, " It would be false to say that our inarch was not difficult and full of hardship, but every difficulty has,humanly speaking, been conquered thanks to our perfect organization, and tomorrow we shall be across the Canal and on our way to Cairo." The regimental preachers had warned their men that if victory and Paradise were in front of them, death and Hell fire awaited those who retreated. Tales of massacres of Egyptian Moslems by the licentious British soldiery were spread among officers and men in accordance with the traditions of the Committee of Union and Progress, and the countersign for the night of February 2-3 was " Sandjak-i-Sherif " (The Holy Banner). Some of the " mudjahidin" who accompanied the Pontoon companies to the water were noisy, and it was their exhortations, "Forward brothers let us die for the Faith," that first warned the sentries of the 5th Egyptian'' Field " Battery composed of mountain guns and Maxim section which, all unknown to the enemy had been posted on the west bank a short distance south of Tussum. At other gaps on the east bank all \vas quiet. " We heard nothing and saw nothing," said a prisoner. " Only a long way ofif there were dogs barking: we were at the water side when suddenly a Maxim opened on us."
Tt was then 3.30 a.m. Crowded in the openings of the eastern bank of the Canal or on the narrow beach below it, the Turks
IN CAMP.
s dfered heavily from case fired by the* Egyptian mountain guns and from the weH-Horvod Maxims* Somo boats which puuhod out woro sunk in mid-chamiol, and the men of the OJSiw! Punjabis near Tussum showed particular pluok in coming out of their cover to nhoot under a hot fire at them, or even to charge down their own bank to repel attempts at landing. Kurtiu *r south towards Tusnum a Territorial field battery belonging to the East Lancashire Diviniou opened fire, supported by a platoon of Now Zealanders of tho Canterbury Battalion, Tho Turks lining tho bank instantly replied with rifle and machine-gun fire* Their riflomon made it impossible to stand tip near tho Egyptian mountain guns, but the gunncrh stuck to their work, inflicting heavy punishment. Torpodo-boat No. 043, a tiny craft with a crow of I li at I told, now dashed up and landed a party of four officers and men south of Tusftaru. They scrambled up the eastern bank, found themselves in a Turkish trench, encapod by a miracle though fired on at point-blank range, and got back to their ship. Tho midgot promptly dashed in between the fires and enfiladed tho eastern bank under a rain of bullets^ losing two officers and two men wounded, but destroying several of the pontoon boats lying tinlaimehod on the enemy's bank.
As the dark cloudy night lightened into dawn fresh forces came into action. Tho Turks who had occupied tho day line of tho Tiiaaum post-on the eastern bank advanced against tho bridge-head, covered by artillery, while another body attacked the Sorapeum post. Tho warships on the Canal and Lake Timsah now opened fire. Three batteries of Turkish field guns replied from the lower slopes of Katayib el KheiL Their shells were admirably fused, but though they made good practice at visible targets, they never found the Territorial battery